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Dayhght Saving Is Simplicity Itself -

Made Into L.aw Here, Will Affect

Folks After Eastcr and Sd\e Millions to the Nation

By WM. ARCHIBALD FERGUSON,
Secretary of the National Daylight Sav-
ing Association.

N the coming Ap:il 1 wore people
O in the Urited States will probably
be April fool vietims than on any previ-

ous or future April 1, for Congress has
decreed that at 2 o’elock on the morning
of March 31 the hands of the clock shall
be turved forwand one hour; in other
words, the United States will then begin
to live under the daxlight suving plan,
and doubtless thousands will lorget to
make the change.

Every individual who is wise and hates
to be fooled will before retiring on the
evening prior to Easter Sunday, March
31, see to il that not only his watel but
every clock in the bouse i1s tnrmed for-
ward one hour. Otherwise on Sunday he
will find the Easter services half over be-
fore he armves at the church, and on
Monday morning, April 1, 1918, risiug
an bour late, if he is a1 commuter e will
miiss his moming train by an bour and
be greeled at the Factory or effice with
such remarks as “Aprl fool!” *“You day-
Light sla-ker! You forget to turn your
watch abead, #h?” and all day loug he
will be the butt of many jokes.

May Wait Long for Dinner.

If he starts for home at the same hour =

as nsual and has not during the day tele-
phoned his wife to tern the elock aiiead
be will huve a long wail tor dinner.  Ope
thing is eertain, however, that helore he
retires that night every member of Jus
household will know thai the davheht sav-
ing plan 15 m effect and that the people
of the United States zre living an hour
shead of sun towe,

The darylight sating wdea 12 almost as
old as tle United States it<elf and our
eouniry can rightly olzim the eredit for
all the many advamtazes wlich will acerne
from it, nut only in this eountry bat also
in those countries which anticipated the
Umnited States n its adopiion, for i1 was
Benjamiv ranblin whoe fies
the idea.

On an cady mormnz walk along the
sireets of London m 1784 the thougmht first
eawe to him, and iu passing it on o the
world at lurge Le sud:

“In a walk through the Strand aod Floet
irect one morning i 2|

t coneeivead
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there was not one sl opwen, :.‘!hu.l;-:h
it had leen daylicht aud the sun up
aboie three hours, he anbabitaves of

London choesing soluntarily to live by
eandle liglt and slecp by sunshine: and
vet often eomplaining a lintle absurdly of
the duty on candles and the lngh price
of tallow.”

Soon  thereafter
Paris be published an artiele, later ap-
pearing among Lis essays under the title
“An Feonomieal Projeet,” which farther
elaborated the advantages of dayvhght sav-
ing; namely, of “Turning the clock for-
ward an boir” so thst evervbody would
live one hour longer by daylizht and one
bour less by arificial hyght.

Beaten Repeatedly in Britain.

For mary years in Englind i the
last century Sir Willunn Willett annuaily
introdueed his daylizht saving il in Par
lisment and aunually the bill was de-
feated amid langhter and ndicule,

In 1915 Germauny first adopted the plan
to speed np the war production and io
benefit by the tremendous saving m fuel
consumplion. Franee and England and
all other Furopean countries exeept Hus
sta soon alter folloved her example.

Sinee its adoption in Europe, the
Tuoited Stutes, Canada and Mexieo bave
bren out of harmony, =0 far as fime was
concerned, with European counimes, o
their loss nol only in business, for the
stock exchanzes of London and Paris un-
der the new plan were closed before the
exchanges of New York and Boston were
open, but slso as regards the tremendons
savings posstble i gt balls, wiach,
is estimated, annually will run from &40
000000 to $50000000 in the United
States alone.

The plan has been ardently advocated
in this country sinee Mayv, 1916, by the
Merchants Assoeiation of this city, cham-
bers of rommeree of Boston, Rochester,
Philadelplia, Chicago and Pittsburg, the
United States Chamber of Commerve,
Washington, D). (', gnd the National Day-
light Saving Association, of which Marcus
M. Marks, former Borough President of
Manhattan, is the president. Mr. Marks

m ihe Jouwrnal de

has often been ealled the 'f.ﬂhrr of day-
light saving in this eountry.”

To illustrate the ¢ffect of the plan, let
us follow Jack Huorrsup, a New York
vommuter, through his tirst business day
under the new resime.

Mr. Hurryup is a habiteal reader of
Tae Scx, and accordingly he knows le
should on the evening of March 30 turn
bis walch and clocks ahead one honr be-
fore he retires at 9 o'clock. But on the
night of Easter Sunday he goes through
the house from the kitelen 1o the
roof and advances each elock one hour
and is surprised when be arrives i his
bed chamber and looks at his watch to
find that be is retiring at 10:10 instead
of 9:15—his first shock from duyhight
saving.

The slarm clock riugs louder than
usual the next morning and he jumps out
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that several of Lis fricnds to whom he
telephones Lave not yet arrived at the
eftice, but are expected any minute.

At 1 o'elock, his ususl bour, be hurries
to the restaurant for luneheon and finds
a slim erowd. Upon returning to the of-
fiee sl is running smoothly and at quar-
fer of 5 be closes his desk to cateh the
5:15. As be passes through the gate at
the Grund Central he sces the same fa-
milisr crowd starting on their nightly
Journey lhome.

Ed, Bill and Dick are on Land for the
nightly game of poker. Jack and his
friend Ed were the losers in the game,
for they spent most of their time joking
Bill and Dick for being April fools nud
Laving missed the train in the morning.

Alighting from the eommuters’ speeial
in the country, he is bappily pleased to
note that i1 has not yel begun o grow
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Noted American philosopher is

of bed at 6:30, leans out of the window
and notes that the sun 1= just vising, and
then realizes that bLe is really geiting up
one hour earlier by the sun, aithougl the
alarm went off at the usual hour.

He rusles through bis bath and Lis
breakfast and runs for the truin. When
be arrives at the station he is surprised 1o
tind many of bis pals missing.  The train
pulls in and be runs to bis customary seat
in the smoker; the table and the eards
are there, bul ouly one player besides
tamself. He grects b who
hoarded the train bt the stahwon, above
with: -

“Good Apnl Suel joke an Bl and
Diek! foreat 1o turn their
walehes abead last might.  We'll have
some sport with them to-morrow.”

Mr. Hurrvup piles into the subway
and 15 astonished to find a scat at the
Grand Central, s second shock from
the daylight saving. *“Guess a lot of peo-
ple are fooled by this daylizht saving
this morning,” be mutlers to himeelf,

He arnves at the oftice, looks at the
clock to see whetber he has con<umed the
n=ual time on hiz journey duwn town and
1s surprised to dind that arriving
at 8:15, 1he exact time at which Le took
the tras at lns ststion. Stock Noo 3.
No oflice bov in sight.  He rings for s
stepographer and she grects lim with a
hearty “Good morning!”  He tells ler
to get the porter immediately and turn
that oftice clock ahead one Lour.

He finds no mail on his desk and con-
cludes that the letter carrier is also one of
the daylight saving Apnil fo:ls.

The morning runs on as usual except

Jomes,

Guess they

e

the father of daylight saving.

dark and that the sun is sull shining
brzhtdy at 6 o'vlock. “We fooled vou to-
dl‘\. Old Sol, and will L‘.ﬂ’p fouling vou
until Nevember 1,” lie says to himself.

Arriviug al the house he goes to the
vellar, and finding that he peed not turn
on the lighis be pets vut the lawn mower
and his garden tools.

“This daylight saving is all right,” lLe
valls up to “81‘): “don't hurry to get on
the dinner. T am going to mow the luwn
and work in the garden until sundown.”

After an hour's work about the grounds
Jack comes in to dinuer and he and Mary
agree thal daylight saving is the greatest
boon ever conferred upon New York eom-
muters.

The ehief bepefits of the plin, as
proved by the experience of lngland,
Franee and other Furopean ecountries
wiere it has been in loree, may be gen-
crally summanzed under three heads:

First--General health of all people
benefited by reason of an added hour of
daylight in the late aflernoon, wlich las
been unt] will be used for outdoor recre
ation and exercise,

Seeond—Inereased production of food-
stuffs through the stimulating cultivation
of home gardening.

Third  Money saved in lighting hills:
each bouscholder will hurn artificial light
one hour less each day, provided, of
vourse, he continues hLis usnal habits of
retiring at night.

The report of the summertime commit-
tee appointed by the British Parliament
in September, 1916, to inquire into the
social and eeonomie resuliz of the sum-

mertime act shows that the extra Lour of

darylight was gencrally used for the pur-
pose of outdoor recreation and puruits,
aud, in partieular, for the cultivation of
Lome gardening.

The athletie elubs reported that the
ericketers, bowlers, golfers and tennis
plaxers took full advantage of the exira
Lour of light, and swimming pools and
playgrounds were wiilized to full capae-
iy,

In view of the national agitation last
veur, which is being renewed now, tor
the eultivation of bhome gurdens to in-
crease (he production of foud the inangi-
rution of the daylight soving pian in this
counfry will undoubtedly very greatly
stimulate heme pardening, particularly in
the neighborbood of the great cities. In
New York eity alone there are 1,000,000
duily commuters. Should only one-half
of them use the extra hour of dayhght
which the plan will give in cultivating
home gardens there will be 3,000,000 extra
bours utilized weekly in gardening aind
during the seven summer months in which
the plan is in operation 2,000,000 days of
extra work and time will be spent by
these 500,000 commuters i the cultiva-
tivn of gardens.

What It Mcans in Potatoes.

It Las been estimated that if the av-
erage commuter were to work a plot of
land only 20580 feet, which wonld e
about 1.5 of an aere, and planted 1t sl
1o potatoes, on the busis of 300 bushels
per acre each ecommuter wonld be able
to rarse from four 1o five busliels of pota-
toos; on this basis ball of 1he commnters
of New York eity would add to the poiate
crop during 1918 approxusately 25000,-
00 bushels,

The saving in lichting bills and in (uel
used for praducing electricity and gas
will be tremendous. Public Serviee En-
gineer Robert L. Brunet of Providence,
K. L. has caretully estimated this saving
and fixed the amount during the period of
months, which the plan originally
confempiated, a 3000000, snd e
amount ol eos! saved at 1,000,000 tons,
Tins universal as coery
houseliolder will nse one hour less of arti-
fictal Dzt dialy under the new plan,

O ler additionad beperts will be the re-
R |

tive

saving will be

duction of traflie accident s due 1o le-
transportation of pacsengers under arn-
ticial Ierhit, reduction of the danger of ere
Strain on aeeaunt of the lesened amonit

U readinge and work done under artiticnal
Light and more time Tor open ar nolitary
drilling.

The dayhght saving Wil as signed hy
P'resident Wilson on Mareh 19 provades
that the plan shall go into effert at 2
antemenidian time on Sunday
Mareh 31, st which time elocks
and watehes, probably upon a signal
flasbed from the United States Naval
Observatory  at - Washington  will  be
turned ahesd one hour. Comparatively

"‘l'ilﬂ'k

urning,

very Jew individuals, unless by design,
will be conseions when the change is
made. This hour was selected by reason

of the fact that at 2 o'eloek in the morn-
ing the number of railroad trains actually
en route is smallest,

Nobody Will Be Inconvenienced.

Nobody will he seriously inconve-
vienced, unless on Faster Sunday morn-
ing or on the night previous individuals
forget to turn their clorks and watches
forward an hour, as the result of which
omission they may find at some time dur-
ing that day that they are one liour be-
Lind the rest of the country,

The remarkable thing shout the offect
of the movement is that practically no
+lass of business will be mjured; the only
exeeplion is the open air moving picture
exhibitors, who unde# the new plan will
be unable on account of the sun's setting
an hour later to begin their performance
as early as they have been aecustomed in
previous  vears, which may resull in a
loss of patronage. The ordinary business
man, as far as his business is concerned,
will not be affected in the slightest, ex-
cept that he will be more often teupted
this summer to go to the baseball game
which will begin at 1:30 o'clock instead
of 3:30 and 1o run down more often o
the beaches for a dip belore dinner.

Evervbody under the new regime will
continue his old habits—rising, working,
dining and retiring at the same hours;
we will still live by the elocks and give
the laugh to the san.




